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With new technology bringing in increased complexity and myriad choices, we seek an insight into 
the storage from two different perspectives.

It goes without saying that storage is an integral part of media 
organisations, which require direct high-speed shared access to 
drives. With the IP revolution changing things in a big way, there 
has been a considerable shift in conventional video production 

and transmission technologies and, as a result, companies 
are moving to the video-over-IP format. We talk to storage 
accessories and IP-SAN players to get a clearer picture of the 
respective markets.

The market for storage accessories is 
vibrant and growing. To know more 
about the space, we spoke to Peter 

Donnelly, manager, product group, ATTO 
Technology, Inc. Here is what he had to say in 
a Skype interaction while at IBC2017:

 
What are the unique requirements from a 
broadcast perspective? 
There are no do-overs in live broadcast. 
Data needs to arrive from storage on time. 
So reliability and flexibility are important. 
Because it is live television, you are never 
quite sure what’s going to happen next, and 
storage solutions need to be able to respond 
on the fly. Broadcasters work with companies 
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they trust, knowing that connectivity experts 
like ATTO understand the workflow and 
are able to provide the most appropriate 
solutions. 

 
Tell us about your video-streaming solution 
for Fox Sports 1’s coverage of the Fifa 
Confederations Cup 2017.
At the Confederations Cup, Fox Sports 
engaged a distributed broadcast team of play-
by-play announcers, game analysts, studio 
commentators, and IT specialists with 1,000+ 
covered events under the belt. All matches 
were broadcasted via FOX Sports GO and FOX 
Soccer 2Go. Streaming was also made available 
on several connected devices, including 
Apple TV, Android TV, FireTV and more. For 
smooth multi-streaming and fault-tolerance, 
Fox Sports 1 picked the RAID technology to 
secure top performance and ultimate data 
availability during live translations from 
other languages. The system was based on the 
3U AIC architecture with an overall capacity 
of 64TB (16 disks 4TB each) and powered 
by the RAIDIX OS and networked with high 
performance ATTO 16Gb Fibre Channel 
HBAs. RAIDIX provided resilient storage 
with high bandwidth and low latencies. The 

ATTO Celerity™ 16Gb Fibre Channel 
HBA provided the necessary throughput to 
network such a high-performance solution. 

paralleling of RAID calculations provided by 
ATTO and RAIDIX, the live broadcasts from 
Confederations Cup were able to capture and 
distribute every moment of live-action and 
excitement to viewers at home. 

What are the technologies that drive ATTO 
solutions? 
Two of our unique technologies that come 
with our fibre channel and SAS/SATA 
HBAs are ATTO Advanced Data Streaming 
(ADS™) Technology and ATTO Multipath 
Director™. MultiPath Director is the only 
storage connectivity solution that allows 
users to manage multiple paths between 
Windows, Linux, and Mac workstations and 
high-end storage systems. The technology 
provides a high-performance collaborative 
workflow solution that keeps digital media 
content available in real-time for multiple 
users. It also allows for significant gains 
in productivity, minimal downtime and 
uninterrupted access to storage with load-
balancing and failover capabilities.

ADS, meanwhile, is designed to 
manage latency in high-bandwidth work 
environments. Furthermore, it provides 
controlled acceleration of data transfers 
by utilising a combination of features to 
move large amounts of data faster and more 

performance. ADS has been incorporated 
into ATTO Celerity Fibre Channel host bus 
adapters (HBAs) and ATTO ExpressSAS® 
SAS/SATA host and RAID adapters.

Which are the products that you are most 
excited about?
We are most excited about our flagship 
products that comprise Celerity 32Gb Fibre 

Channel and XstreamCORE ET 8200. The 
places where we see a lot of growth taking 
place are ethernet markets for the media and 
entertainment industry. ATTO manufactures 
in the US in order to create the highest quality 
products, thereby adding value to a high value-
added product line, as this is something that 
our customers expect from us.
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